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OMy sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me.O [Saint John 10...

Not a Tame God

In The Chronicles of Narnjaauthor C.S. Lewisepeatedly reminds the reader that Aslan (the Ghkistfigure) is

not a tame lion. He acts how, when, where, and why He wants. Sadly, we live iRGhpesan society that
continues to do everything possible to tame the one true God, to domestinate shape and mold Him into our
own image so that He is more palatable to ourssitered ways. This is most prevalent in the belief system of the
youngest generations, though it affects their parents and grandparents as well.

A couple years ago, simtogists Christian Smith and Melinda Denton did some extensive research on spirituality
among teenagers. They discovered a dominant creed with the following beliefs:

* A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over human life on earth.

* Godwants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions.
* The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.

« God does not need to be particularly involved in oneQs life except whés i@eded to resolve a problem.

* Good people go to heaven when they die.

In their 2005 bookSoul SearchingSmith and Denton labeled this taming of God Omoralistic therapeutic deism.O
ThatOs a mouthful. So letOs break it down. Moralistic has to do witha@tidg you to be good, nice, and fair to
others. Therapeutic has to do with God being a coping mechanism, someone to affirm the decisions youOve alr
made, a personal genie in a bottle to call on when things are so bad you need some help. Detsonwits God

being a distant divine Being who occasionally steps into the human story to strengthen the cause of good. All of
is little more than generic mumyjombo, void of sin and grace, Law and Gospel, repentance and forgiveness. Anc
yet, high scbol and college age youth all across our country are flocking to this type of spirituality, hand in hand
with their parents.

As you know, our countryOs youth did not invent this stuff. They have learned it at home and school. Via the
internet, music, teldsion, and movies. Even at church. Smith and Denton summarize: OGod is something like a
combination Divine Butler and Cosmic Therapist: He is always on call, takes care of any problems that arise,
professionally helps His people to feel better about tleéras, and does not become too personally involved in the
process.O

The one true God of Holy Scripture, howevemnas a tame God‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways My ways, declares the LORD” (Isaiah 55:8). The one true God is no oneOs butler, no oneOs therapisi
oneOs genie, no oneOsesttiem builder. He answers to no one. He is holy and just and righteous. Everything He
does is good. His hatred of sin: good. His love for sinners: ddisgounishment of evil: good. His grace and mercy
and forgiveness: good. He is Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier rolled into one. He is Savior. His Word is truth.
Sacraments are lidgiving. He dwells among us in grace and truth. He deals with usibie basis of our merits,

but on the basis of ChristOs merits.

LetOs keep this one true God at the heart and center of everything we do. Not just here at church, but even in @
homes. Talk to your children and grandchildren about Christ, GodOs WibthegaPhristian faith. Bring them to
church on the LordOs Day. Encourage them to participate regularly in Bible study and youth classes. Pray with
Pray for them. And lead by example in all that say and do



Church, after all, is not about feeling good,
recharging your batteries, or self improvement
(though these thirggmight happen along the way).
Church is about receiving Jesus ChrisHascomes
to you in Word and Sacrament to forgive you,
strengthen youand lead you into all truti©hurch
is not an exclusive club of saints, but ggendoor
hospital for sinners. A refuge for the weayhome
for GodOs people to sit at their heaventhdi®s
table, partake of His good gifts, and bear one
anotherOs burdens.

The one true God isot a tame GodBut He is a
merciful God.In fact, He has ordered all things for
the sake of His Church, that sinners might find
forgiveness, lifeand salvationn Christ aloneAnd
thatOs just the type of God we sinners need!

Pastor Mumme

Bible & Lutheranism Studies

Sunday Bible Class

Topic: Gospel of John

When: Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.
Where: Luther Hall

Women'’s Bible Study

Topic: Lutheranism 10khapters 31
When: Tuesday, January 10 @ 1:00 p.m.
Where: Luther Hall

3:fifteen Youth Study

Topic: Islam

When: Sunday, January 15 @ 11:30 a.m.
Where: Luther Hall

Book of Concord Study

Topic: Formula of Concord, Article V
When: Tuesday, January 17 @ 7.
Where: Luther Hall

Men'’s Bible Breakfast

Topic: TBA

When: Saturday, January 21 @ 8:30 a.m.
Where: Family Square Restaurant

o
o

o DD o
o O o ° o o e
N ) o
) ar
a u o
o
° °,©°

Week of Christmas 1

Sun, Jan 1, 9:00 am Divine Service

Sun, Jan 1, 10:30 am Bible Class & Sunday School
Tues, Jan 3, 4:30m  Youth Catechesis

Wed, Jan 4, 4:30 pm Youth Catechesis

Fri, Jan 6 The Epiphany of Our Lord

Week of Epiphany 1

Sun, Jan 8, 9:00 am Festive Divine Service

Sun, Jan 8, 10:00 am Thrivent Meeting

Sun, Jan 8, 10:30 am Bible Class & Sunday School
Sun, Jan 811:30 am Elders Meeting

Sun, Jan 8, 1:00 pm Council Meeting

Tues, Jan 10, 1:00 meomenC)s Bible Study

Tues, Jan 10, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis

Wed, Jan 11, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis

Sat, Jan 14, 9:00 am Un-Decorating

Week of Epiphany 2

Sun, Jan 15, 9:00 am Divine Service

Sun, Jan 15, 10:30 anBible Class & Sunday School
Sun, Jan 15, 11:30 anB:fifteen Youth Study

Tues, Jan 17, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis

Tues, Jan 17, 7:00 pmBook of Concord Study
Wed, Jan 18, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis

Sat, Jan 21, 8:30 am MenO8ible Breakfast

Sat, Jan 21, 10:00 amAltar Guild Meeting

Sat, Jan 21, 11:00 amLadies Aid Meeting

Week of Epiphany 3

Sun, Jan 22, 9:08m Divine Service

Sun, Jan 22, 10:30 antCongregational Meeting
Sun, Jan 22, 10:30 anSunday School

Tues, Jan 24, 4:30m Youth Caechesis

Wed, Jan 25, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis

Week of Christmas

Sun, Jan 29, 9:00 am Divine Service
Sun, Jar?9, 10:30 am Bible Class & Sundagchool
Tues, Jan 31, 4:30 pmYouth Catechesis



January Birthdays

05 Cheryl Kranich

06 Joan Fox

06 Jacob Page

07 Ceili Delaney

10 Ryan Stache S9-O-@.
13 Karen Moritz B cvciher Year Oige,
14 Larry Kreier

14 Rebecca Parmenter

15 Melanie Witzke

17 Ashley Cruz

18 Dawn Rousar

20 Christa McClain

24 VincenzoData

27 Mary Papp

29 Livia Demetrio

31 Isaak Johnson

31 Shirley Norling

Baptismal Anniversaries

04 Nicole Richerson £\

04 Sierra Birdsell /

16 Aaron Wathall [S N
19 Dolores Bauman BAPTIZED
25 Jeff McClain iy the Trnine God
29 Joan Fox

Wedding Anniversaries

08 Aaron & Heather Wathall

Epiphany of Our Lord

Join us orSunday, January 8, as ,{{'lw,{w
we celebrate The Epiphany of ..~ ,i N
Our Lord with a festive Divine © 'ﬁ
Service at 9:00 a.m. This is one of the five
chief festival days of the church year!

Asleep in Christ

Elaine Bambule, a member and Linda ShurhayOs
mother, fell asleep in Christ on Decemié at the
age of 73, and was given a Christian burial on
December 15. We thank God for ElaineOs faith in

Christmas Un-Decorating

Come and help us pack away our Christmas
decorations oSaturday, January 14, at9:00 a.m.

Congregational Meeting

Our next congregational meetinglsnuary 22
following our worship service and a brief time of
fellowship. The meeting will begin 40:30 a.m. in
church and will include the election of officers,
approval of a new church budget, and a variety of
reports. Listen, ask questions, give us your input,
and let your vote be counted!

Altar Guild

Several items were purchased with

~y] memorialdonations ér use in GodOs

Sn e house in 2011If you are planning a

@K‘L,,’LM.HQ future memorial donation, please
 consider giving it to Altar Guild to

purchase additional frontals, banners, candles, altar

cloths/etcto beautful the sanctuary. Thank you.

New Pictorial Directory

The new pictorial directories have arrived and were
handed out to approximately 80% of the
congregation.flyou havenOt received your copy,
please see Barb in the Narthex before or after each
church service in Januarglease notdf you find
anyerrors in the new directory, please let us know
SO we can print a correction in the next newsletter.

Marge & Barb

2012 Church Envelopes

Thenew church envelopes were placegaur
church mailslots on cember 18, Note that the
mail slot names haveeen rarranged.

If you liketo work with numbers and kia2-3
hourseach month to help in our Losi®ork, a new
weekly counter is needeld.you have anyjuestions
about your envelopes or can be a counter, please s¢

Christ. OBlessed are the dead who die in the LordO or call me.

(Revelation 14:13).

Barb PotempaFinancial Secretary



Thrivent Financial
A blessed and Christentered New Year tdla

With the beginning of the New Year you may want
to review your personal Thrivepolicies and/or
investmentslf you have any questions or need
assstance call your Financial Repho should be
able to answer your questiorou can also call
Mike Shackel at 1-:630-886-5487 (cell phone)who
serves a&inancial Rep. for our churcRemember
all information is confidential.

At the end of December thast quarter of Choice
Dollarswill be posted to your accounth&se and

any accumulation of 2010 funds must be donated by

March 31, 2012or they will be deleted.

At the December meetinge¢ goup approved
Choice Dollars in the amount of $300 for the leitt
LambOs Preschoptogram to replace or purchase
items for the little onedNVe also approved $500 to
help carer the cost necessary for theuyhgroupto
attend Higher Things iNorth Carolina.

Military Gift Boxes have been received overseas
and a verythankful note was sent to Diane Weaver
thanking her and the church for thinking of them
and sending items theyould not ordinarily
receive We are grateful for their service.

At the close of the Greater Naperville Chapter of
Thrivent we received a cheétr $12,000 to
purchase gift card€ards were purchased through
the Manna prograrfor Wal-Mart, Jewel and Meijer
to do so, the Ladies Aiceceivel the benefit of the
purchaseOf that total the churches will each
receive $750.

The Thrivent Group meets dhe second Sunday
eat month after divine serviceGome join us.

Shirley Norling, Congregational Advocate

Treasurer’s Report as of November 3

Actud Budget
Income: $150,660 $155,610
Expenses: $158,513 $165518

Preschool

During the month of Januawye will focus on

winter, snow, penguins and dinosaurs. We will have
two specialaydN Pajama Day and Teddy Bear

Day. For pajama day we come to school dressed in
our pajamas and mak®mores and drink hot
chocolate. On teddy bear dase bring our favorite
teddy bear to school, weOll make peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches and have a picnic inside.

Preschool Schedule:
Monday, January 1®No School (MLK Birthday)

Love in Jesus, Sue

Difficulties in our lives give us the opportunity
to experience the faithfulness of God!

Ladies Aid

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated
gifts/gift cards to the annual OGiving TreeO project.
Due to the generosity of our church family, we were
able to help 5 seniors, 10 kids, 12 adults and 8
families. Lisa would liked thank everyone for their
help in making this program a success. A special
thank you to th&€ruz family for their

organizational skills antbr delivering the gifts

Please continue tapport the Manna Card
ProgramNot only are these cards good fortgif
giving, but also foeveryday purchases
(food/gasétc). Profits from this fundraiser are used
to suppgement various church projectanuary

turn in datesrethe 8™ and22", with pick up the
successive Sunday(s).

Thank you to Dian&Veaver for organizing and
mailing out ten military OgoodieO boxes, two of
which were donated byeresa Pape’s schoolroom
class. A thank you note, received from a Sergeant,
said these were some of the best boxes they had
received. Thanks also to those who don&beitie
boxes and to Thrivent for paying the postage.

All women are encouraged to attendlheuary
21 meeting atl1:00 a.m. Bfuture projects will be
discussed.



Behind the Scenes

A special thank you to those on our clearcngw

this past yearElfriede Hillmer, Marge Jahnsen,

Julie Klobucher, Jerry Koempel, Talma Krause,

Tim & Nadine Parmenter family, andDan &

Nicole Richerson. Their hard work and dedication

in cleaning our facilities is truly appreciated.

Thanks also to all of those unnamed membarcs
friends who help clean up following our Sunday
morning fellowship and midweek meetings, classes,
events, meals, etc.

We are looking for 43 additional volunteers to
come in and do some light cleaning (dusting,
vacuuming, etc.) one Friday or Saturgsgr month.
You will be paired up with another volunteer.
ContactTalma Krause (630 226-1609) if you are
willing to help.

Sunday Treats

Do you enjoy treats andlfewship after Sunday
servicesf so, please consider signing up to bring
treats on any given Sunday(EMPTY SLOTS
MEANS NO TREATS.Consider bringing cheese
and crackers and/or fruit for our diabetic members.
The 2012 signup sheet is posted in Luther Hall.
Monetary donations are accept® defray the cost
of drinks and gpplies.

Prayer Chain

WER ¢y Several of our women apart of a
Q Z :
R % church prayer chairf you (women or
ga ﬁ‘é men) would like to join them in
mm praying for our congregationOs special
needs, please contadadine
Parmenter at815-436-4908 or Pastor Mumme.

Portals of Prayer

Now that 202 is here, we are asking those winake
use of the OPortals of PrayerO devotionals to pay
this yearOs annual subscription rateply submit
this via the offering platé€s12.00/year for regular
print; $14.00/year for largerint). Blessings on
your continued study of GodOs Word

Bulletins / Altar Flowers

The 2012 flower chart and Janudviarch bulletin
cover chart are posted in the narthex. Sign up for
any open Sunday(s) to celebrate a special occasion
or to honor/remember someone. Cost af tw
bouquets is $40, $45, or $50 (subject to change).
Cost of bulletin is $10. Sd€aren Moritz for

details.

Important Phone Numbers

Church office: 6307595300

Preschool: 630-759-3995(Sue Kuhert)

Pastor Mumme: 8156764444

Prayer Chain: 815436-4908(Nadine Parmenter)

Newsletter info 630-759-3188(Karen Moritz)
(items are deJanuary 23

Come and Adore Him!

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracioulsord, may we

Evermore be led by Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heavOn and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sinOs alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavOnly King.

Holy Jesus, evOry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomedouls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heavOnly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing

Alleluias to ourKing.

[LSB397]



